
 

                                             Article IV.M 

 

ARTICLE IV – STUDENTS (cont’d) 

 

M.  Homeless Students 

 

    Purpose:  To ensure that all children have equal and  

    uninterrupted access to all education, programs and   

    services, regardless of their housing situation.   

 

    The Orange Elementary School Committee adheres to the  

    guidelines and regulations of the McKinney-Vento Act and     

    the Massachusetts Department of Education in the  

    identification and services provided to students designated 

    as homeless. 

 

    Homeless students/families are characterized as lacking a  

    fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, including: 

 

- Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of  

          housing, economic or other hardship. 

    -  Living in motels, hotels or camping grounds. 

    -  Living in emergency or transitional shelters. 

    -  Being abandoned in hospitals. 

    -  Awaiting foster care (temporary, transitional or  

       emergency placements.) 

- Living in public or private places not designed for, 

   or ordinarily used as, regular sleeping  

   accommodations for human beings. 

- Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned  

   buildings, substandard housing, transportation 

   stations or similar settings. 

- Migratory children living in conditions described in 

   the previous examples. 

- Unaccompanied youth under the age of eighteen out of 

   the physical custody of their parent/guardian. 

     

    Responsibility:  The Superintendent shall designate an 

    appropriate staff person to be the district’s liaison for 

    homeless children and their families.  
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                  Article IV.M. 

 

Article IV - STUDENTS (cont’d) 

 

M.  HOMELESS STUDENTS (cont’d) 

 

    Policy:  To the extent practical and as required by law, 

    the Orange Elementary School District will work with  

    homeless students and their families to provide 

    stability in school attendance and other services.  Special 

    attention will be given to ensuring the enrollment and 

    attendance of homeless students not currently attending 

    school.  Homeless students will be provided district  

    services for which are eligible, including Head Start and  

    comparable pre-school programs, Title I, special education, 

    and school nutrition programs.  The homeless liaison will 

    also facilitate outside referrals for appropriate support 

    services:  health care, mental health needs, housing 

    financial assistance, etc.  

   

    To the extent feasible, homeless students will continue to 

    be enrolled in the their school of origin while they remain  

    homeless or until the end of the academic year in which  

    they obtain permanent housing.  Instead of remaining in the  

    school of origin, parents or guardians of homeless students  

    may request enrollment in the school in the attendance area  

    in which the student is actually living.   

 

    If there is an enrollment dispute, the student shall be 

    immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is 

    sought, pending resolution of the dispute.  The parent 

    or guardian shall be informed of the district’s decision  

    and their appeal rights in writing.  Parents can make 

    appeals to the Department of Education in the event of a 

    dispute and will typically receive an answer within 48  

    hours of DOE notification.  

 

    At the time of enrollment in a new school district, a 

    student whose family is homeless need not provide the 

    typical required paperwork, including birth certificate  

    and immunizations.  The child is to be enrolled immediately  

    and the liaison will assist in gathering information.     

       

    All homeless students qualify immediately for free 

    breakfast and lunch.  
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                  Article IV.M 

 

ARTICLE IV – STUDENTS 

 

M.  Homeless Students (cont’d) 

 

    The school district is required to provide transportation 

    for homeless students to their school of origin.  The cost  

    is to be shared equally with the other school district. 

    The upper limit of transportation time is a one-hour  

    commute, one way.  This will serve as a guideline, with 

    each situation considered individually.  For example, it 

    may be considered inappropriate to allow a first-grader to  

    be transported for that amount of time. 

 

    The District Homeless Liaison is responsible for informing 

    school staff, parents and the community about the rights of  

    students and families without their own housing.  While it 

    is important to identify these students to ensure that they 

    are receiving adequate services, it is also imperative to  

    ensure the student/family’s confidentiality. 

 

 

Joanne Woodcock is the Homeless Liaison for the Orange Elementary School 

district.  Her office is at Fisher Hill School.  Phone (978) 544-0018, 

x104 
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