
 
Meeting Notice 

 
Board/Committee Name:   Orange Elementary School Committee 
Day/Date:   Monday, May 11, 2020 
Time of Meeting:    6 PM  
Location:    Teleconference at  https://meet.google.com/ycf-nwyb-jmu 
 
                                                                   Minutes 
 
 1. Call to Order - Stephanie Conrod called the meeting to order at 6:06pm. 

Other members present were Dianne Salcedo, Alexandre Schwanz, Danielle Anderson and Karon 
Parker. 
Others present were Superintendent Tari Thomas, Michele Tontodonato, Dr. Elizabeth Zielinski, Bruce 
Scherer, Christopher Dodge, Carla Chilton, Kate Lambert, Molly Bremner, Adam Suzor and Denise 
Andrews. 
Minutes taken by Christine Rodriguez. 
 
2. Support of School Building Project - Stephanie stated the first vote of support was not as strong as it 
should’ve been. 
On a motion made by Dianne Salcedo and seconded by Danielle Anderson, the Orange 
Elementary School Committee voted to fully support the new elementary school project as 
presented by the Orange Elementary School Building Committee. The new school is key to the 
continued educational plan for our children and the future of the town’s economic revival. We 
urge the citizens to support the school building project at the annual town meeting and the 
subsequent debt exclusion vote.  Roll call taken by Christine Rodriguez. 
There was a short discussion on ethically being able to endorse the project. 

 
3. Condition of Dexter Park - Tari reported that when the steam pipe was repaired they noticed spalling 
of the floor joists.  Spalling reduces the strength that a floor joist can support.  They decided to take a 
closer look at it and consulted with a structural engineer.  The engineer found that the floor joists were 
not able to support weight.  After discussing all options, the top option was to repair Dexter Park 
because it is ultimately best for the kids.  Tari also reported that to pay for the repair, the school building 
committee voted to use contingency funds and the town of Orange will pay the balance through 
emergency funding and grant work.  Bruce Scherer further explained the Owner’s Project Manager, 
Martin Goulet, helped come up with a reasonable repair design/temporary fix.  The contingency money 
is for the design of the repair project so the work can go out to bid.  He also stated that repairing 
Butterfield school would cost double the amount it would cost to repair Dexter Park and would only 
accommodate two grades.  
 
Denise Andrews expressed concern about spending money on repairing Dexter Park.  Tari explained 
the difference in repair costs of Dexter Park and Butterfield.  Denise stated she feels putting any money 
in Dexter Park is a bad investment given the COVID 19 situation.  Stephanie stated that regardless of 
the vote in June, Dexter Park needs to be open in the fall for the kids and there are no other options. 
Bruce spoke about tax impacts to Orange residents and school choice. 
 
On a motion made by Dianne Salcedo and seconded by Danielle Anderson, the committee voted 
to recommend moving ahead with an emergency repair for Dexter Park as the most cost 
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effective way of housing our students for the next three years.  Roll call taken by Christine 
Rodriguez. 

 
            4.  Date of Next Meeting:  TBD 
 

 5.  Adjourn - On a motion made by Dianne Salcedo and seconded by Alexandre Schwanz, the 
committee voted to adjourn the meeting at 6:46pm.  Roll call taken by Christine Rodriguez. 

 
 
 

Approved:  9/16/20 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________               __________________________ 
Signature of Secretary                                              Date 
 
 
 

The agenda reflects topics that the Chair reasonably anticipates will be discussed. 
 

Public Comment Protocols 
 

The School Committee welcomes public comment on items that are within the scope of the School 
Committee’s responsibilities.  The Public Comment agenda item is reserved for this purpose.  Members of the 
public wishing to address the Committee should be aware of the following guidelines: 
 

❏ The Chair will recognize those wishing to speak and give them the floor.  Only persons 
recognized by the Chair may speak.  For purposes of the minutes, speakers should identify 
themselves at the beginning of their remarks. 

❏ The purpose of Public Comment is to receive input from the community, not to engage in 
prolonged conversation with the Committee. The Chair will ensure that any comment or 
question that requires a response from the committee or the School Department will be 
addressed in a timely manner. 

❏ All comments should be addressed through the Chair, not any individual committee member or 
to others in attendance. 

❏ Speakers are expected to respect confidentiality.  This includes the confidentiality of the 
speaker’s own child/ren as well as that of school staff and personnel.  
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